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With the development of urbanization and industrialization, the scale of land 
acquisition is increasingly extending, as a result, the amount of land-lost peasants 
increases and the problem of land-lost peasants’ employment has become a hot topic 
to be discussed. Guided by Coleman’s Rational Choice Theory, based on the 
Questionnaire survey and field interview were conducted among the land-lost 
peasants in Tong’an Industrial District in Xiamen, this paper takes the employment 
choices as the sticking point, discusses the reason, motives and trend of  land-lost 
peasants employment, take into account of the changes of their employment 
distribution, their job location and employment trend, attempting to reveal the 
initiative of the land-lost peasants in terms of their employment. 
The main conclusions of the paper are as follows: 
1.Self-employment has become the preferred solution for land-lost peasants. Age 
differentiation exists in this field, younger interviewee tend to employ themselves in 
comparatively skill-requiring fields, while with age growing, elder interviewee tend to 
enter the fields with comparatively lower cost, less skill requirement. 
2.Obvious employment preferences of land-lost peasants’ employment are shown. 
Resulting from either the purpose of taking care of their family, or the convenience of 
working, or the consideration of the qualification of themselves to the job, or 
comparing the cost and benefit between working within and outside of their original 
place, the land-lost peasants have made realistic decisions according to their own 
situation from their thought and shown obvious employment preferences.  
3.Land-lost peasants’ employment choices are obviously limited by their own 
education. The peasants who have got better education have less limitation and wider 
range of choices of employment, and tend to take salary and their interest as the first 
consideration. 
4.The trend of employment differentiates in gender. Male Land-lost peasants’ 
inclination of employment and carving out their own business tend to be higher than 
female, which might attributes to the gender difference in salary and male’s dominant  
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